
 
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 16 July, 2013 

 

 

KINNEVIK INVESTS EUR 67 MILLION IN ROCKET INTERNET TO MAINTAIN 

ITS CURRENT 24% OWNERSHIP INTEREST 

 

Investment AB Kinnevik (publ) ("Kinnevik") today announced that it invests EUR 67m 

into Rocket Internet as part of Rocket Internet’s directed new share issue. With this 

transaction Rocket Internet will have raised approximately half a billion USD over the 

last 12 months. 

 

Kinnevik’s share of Rocket Internet will remain at approximately 24%. The funds will be 

used to further expand Rocket’s network of start-up companies which is already one of the 

world’s largest, with around 75 ventures in over 50 countries and more than 20,000 

employees around the globe. For further information see the attached press-release from 

Rocket Internet.   

 

CEO of Kinnevik, Mia Brunell Livfors, comments:   

 

“Over the past four years, Rocket Internet has been instrumental in the building of Kinnevik's 

e-commerce investments in companies like Zalando, Lamoda, Dafiti and an additional 75 

businesses. With our latest investment in Rocket Internet, Kinnevik further strengthens its 

partnership with the founders of Rocket Internet and with Access Industries as strategic 

partner." 

The information is of such character, which Kinnevik shall disclose in accordance with the law on Trading with 

Financial Instruments (1991:980) and/or the Securities Market Act (2007:528). The information was distributed 

for disclosure at 9.45 a.m. on 16, July 2013. 

For further information, visit www.kinnevik.se or contact: 

Torun Litzén, Director Investor Relations +46 (0)8 562 000 83 

 +46 (0)70 762 00 83 

Investment AB Kinnevik was founded in 1936 and thus embodies seventy-five years of entrepreneurship under 

the same group of principal owners. Kinnevik's objective is to increase shareholder value, primarily through net 

asset value growth. The company's holdings of growth companies are focused around the following business 

sectors; Telecom & Financial services, Online, Media and Industry and other investments. Kinnevik has a long 

history of investing in emerging markets which has resulted in a considerable exposure to consumer sectors in 

these markets. Kinnevik plays an active role on the Boards of its holdings. 

The Kinnevik's class A and class B shares are admitted to trading on the NASDAQ OMX Stockholm's list for 

large cap companies, within the financial and real estate sector. The ticker codes are KINV A and KINV B. 

http://www.kinnevik.se/
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Rocket Internet raises USD 500 million for further global expansion - 
Making Rocket Internet the world’s largest incubator of internet start-ups 
 
Berlin, July 16th, 2013 – Rocket Internet announced today that it has raised a total of 
USD 500 million from partners Investment AB Kinnevik and Access Industries since 
May 2012, representing the largest investment ever made in an internet incubator and 
accelerator company. The funds will be used to further expand Rocket Internet´s world-
wide network of successful internet start-ups.  
 
Rocket Internet is the world’s leading internet incubator, bringing together the four 
elements required to create digital companies on a global basis: team, concept, 
technology, and capital. To date, Rocket Internet has started over 100 companies 
developing many of them across five continents. Rocket Internet’s core team of experts 
works with outstanding entrepreneurs, establishes new businesses, and then supports 
the new enterprises to maximize their growth. Rocket Internet´s engineering work is 
primarily done in-house through its 250 dedicated IT engineers based in Rocket 
Internet’s corporate headquarters in Berlin and in various technology development 
centers throughout the world. Currently, Rocket Internet holds a significant interest in 75 
ventures with 20,000 employees in over 50 countries world-wide.  
 
Rocket Internet´s strategy is to develop and support leading, highly innovative e-
commerce companies in the fashion, general merchandise and furniture sectors. Rocket 
is targeting Europe, Russia, Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, India, South East 
Asia and Australia with its ventures – covering in total five billion people and 60% of 
global GDP. Since 2010, Rocket Internet has helped to create and grow over a dozen 
leading e-commerce players including: 
 
In the fashion ecommerce sector: 

• Dafiti, the fashion market leader in Latin America 
• Lamoda, the biggest fashion ecommerce site in Russia 
• Zalora, the market leader in South East Asia 
• The Iconic, the market leader in Australia 
• Namshi, the market leader in the Middle East 
• Zando, the market leader in Africa 

 
In the general merchandise ecommerce sector: 

• Lazada, the largest ecommerce company in South East Asia 
• Linio, the largest ecommerce company in Mexico, Colombia, Peru and 

Venezuela 
• Jumia, the largest ecommerce company in Africa 

 
In the online furniture and home decoration ecommerce sector: 

• Home 24, the leading online furniture site in Europe 
• Mobly, the leading online furniture site in Latin America 
• Westwing, the market leader for home & living in Europe, Russia and Latin 

America 
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Other companies recently founded by Rocket Internet include (i) payment service 
provider and Red Herring award winner Paymill.com, (ii) Foodpanda.com, a fast 
growing food delivery service company currently available to three billion people in over 
20 countries, and (iii) EasyTaxi, the market leader for online taxi booking in Latin 
America and Asia. Rocket also holds a participation in Zalando, Europe´s largest online 
fashion company. 
 
Rocket Internet companies are backed by leading global institutional investors and 
entrepreneurial families. Recent capital raises include (i) USD 100 million for 18 month 
old Zalora, market leader in online fashion in South East Asia, (ii) USD 100 million for 
year old Lazada, largest general merchandise ecommerce site in South East Asia, (iii) 
USD 130 million for two year old Lamoda, market leader in online fashion ecommerce in 
Russia, and (iv) USD 25 million for 18 month old The Iconic, market leader in fashion 
ecommerce in Australia. The Lamoda capital raise was the largest investment ever 
made in Russian ecommerce; the Zalora and Lazada investments were the largest ever 
made in internet companies in South East Asia. The Iconic capital raise was the largest 
investment ever in Australian ecommerce. 
 
Oliver Samwer, Rocket Internet’s co-founder said: “This is a highly significant 
investment from our partners Kinnevik and Access Industries. The additional capital 
supports our goal to be the world´s largest and most successful creator of high impact 
companies in the internet space and reaffirms the confidence our investors have in our 
business. We will use the new capital to further strengthen our global presence while 
continuing to build successful companies together with great entrepreneurs.” 
 
Rocket Internet was founded in 2007 by Alexander, Marc and Oliver Samwer. 
Investment AB Kinnevik and Access Industries became Rocket Internet investors and 
partners in 2008 and 2012, respectively. Rocket Internet is headquartered in Berlin, 
Germany, and operates 25 international offices in five continents.  
 
Over the past 15 years, Rocket and/or the Samwer Brothers have created, developed, 
and successfully exited over 25 significant online businesses to leading international 
companies such as eBay, Groupon, Rakuten, and NBC Universal. They were also early 
investors in Facebook, LinkedIn, Eventbrite and many other successful internet 
companies. 
 
 
Press Contact: 
Andreas Winiarski 
Global Head of PR 
Rocket Internet GmbH 
andreas.winiarski@rocket-internet.com 
Phone: 0049-162 290 470 9 
www.rocket-internet.com  


